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WASHINGTON. 
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"Some days ho lias on what I call his 
'Oriental lock’ — totally inscrutable. 
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top since the C.I.A. was created in 
W, ms seal has boon to yeeressioa- 
ahze tee agency end restore it to re- 
spectability. In fact, one el his chief 
prcccc’.yrtiions has teen to erase the 
lir.apo of the Director as a nsn 


hap? 

cilCCi 

He’ 

i! tali: 

v/he:i }; 

e’s rer 

("y, 

V/ilo i: 

loves in 

lavish 

rnyst 

net 

V^.Q-. 

e, b 

at eve 

i when 

he t? 

]];C 

cecro ' 

voly arc 

3e’/.l th 

e wor 

he’s 

tcrr.«.t 

Ay c 

boroot 

t ) 



policy 

with pri 

t.o m! 

nister 

T: 

c\ J>- 

me to 

r of ti- 

e Ccxtr 

-.1 XilCc. 

::i- 

and hi 


7^ „ t ^ 

r.g as 

gene 

d Ag 

eucy 

lti eh a 


s, r.pp 

?.r- 

pretex 

of “s 

:curit> 

th 

cntly 

I/i t -i 

g '» h 

-j 2- "* ^ « 

■lems'h: 

;'iV3 fr 

Din 

vagi: e 

fears a; 

.cl Co: 


the c 

/• -» 

. • 

- A *V - 

like 

^V:\y a ' 

her hvs 


„Af- 

quest;-: 

ns, Tf He 

!:ns n 

les a: 

least 

to 1 

.ear 

Cy-ath 

a 

■5 .tell 

it. 

empire 

J2 „ JL« 

*13 trio 

C.I.A 

has 


Acd.trtose days Helms’s job is defi- 
nitely one cf the moat prchler.i-riddsn 
in Washington. 



Successive budget cuts, balance of 
payments restrictions, bureaucratic 
rivalries and press disclosures tint 
have hurt tho C.I.A.’s public imago 
have all reduced its operations con- 
siderably. President- Ninon has re- 
■cenliy ordered a fiscal and inr.r.ape- 
rnsnt investigation into the iiitrih- 
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Iteurity s'; sirs cs a ccrcispor,-J;nl in tin 
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Henry Kissinger, ore said to regard 
the community as a mixed blessing: 
intrinsically, important to the United 
States but far too big and too prone 
to obscure ' differences of opinion — 
cr, some-times, no opinion— behind a 
screen of words. 

Considered, a celd-blccded neces- 
sity in t , . r Cold V/rr days, the agency 
now seems to many students, liberal 
intellectuals and Congressman, to be 
fted emo ere tic, ccr.s olrctcrinl . 
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cccn called, ha is a very visible 
emperor. 

While he tries to heap his lunches 
free for wc-rk, for example, he ccca- 
£;OnaiIy. snows up at a restaurant 
vntn a friend for lunch: a light fc; 0 r 
a cold place, one eye always on -the 
C;CC - ; - He prefers the CecifenM a 
restaurant near the 
‘ 11 1-3 --ove 2 tv.'. e-re, ;r 1: e happens to 
l2 s . 58 ”» tJl srs is 'likely to be less 
gessu) ti-.an i; }:o v/:ro observed enter- 
ing; a private homo. 

Hs 1,1:03 t: ' ;J company of attractive 
wCm.en — young or old — and they find 

h:m a charming dmner partner and 
<x gc-GQ. a:;nce*\ 

Has ja.terestms — ?»r.d interested 
in want you’re saying,” said Lydia 
iv.atzsac?.c!i, wife cf the former Dam- 
Gcratio Attorney General. “Ha’s. v'»U- 
read and he doesn’t try to substitute 
fii.ung ror conversation, th*t old 
Princeton '43 routine that some of 
tne coiummsts around town use.” 

*--oin3 Cx ills critics coniol n . in thn* 
he is too close to the press — even 
tnough most agree that he v*-*s j,- 
wicn rare finesse, for his own and 
his agency’s ends. Some dislike the 
frequent mention of Helms and his 
handsome wife in the gossip .columns ' 
and society pages of the nation’s 
capital. - . . 
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By MILES COPELAND 


LONDON — For reasons comprehen- 
sible only to those v/ho have worked 
in a diplomatic service, no govern* 
meat can afford to keep its public 
fully informed on what it docs in tiro 
field of international relations. Some- 
times it must concent the .reasons for 
its actions, and sometimes the actions 
■themselves. In some rare instances, 
it must pretend to be taking one set 
of actions while actually taking an- 
other, and to present the public with 
a largely fictional picture of what it 
'is doing and why. 

This is especially true when our 
State Department comes up against a 
problem such as the Arab-Israel con- 
flict. A diplomat, newly assigned to 
this particular problem finds himself 
. in the possession of “estimates of the 
l/ situation” provided by the C.I.A., the 
Pentagon, and embassies reporting 
from Israel and the Arab countries; 
then he begins to feci pressures from 
“domestic considerations” which bend 
him and his colleagues toward policies 
other than those which the "estimates 
of the situation” would clearly dictate. 
Finally, he tries to devise solutions 
which make sense in the light cf the 
intelligence estimates, and which can 
be justified by explanations which 
have no relation to the estimate but 
which accommodate to the domestic 
considerations. 

For example: 

1. Our intelligence estimators pre- 
sent frightening information concern- 
ing the Soviet build-up in Egypt, the 
increasing Soviet “presence” in the 
whote Mediterranean area, and tire 
gains of Soviet naval strength east of 
Suez at the expense of the British. At 
the same time, they suggest, first, that 
Soviet gains have not been -the result 
of Soviet actions, but of curs. The 
more we support Israel, the more the 
Arabs and their Afro-Asian friends wel- 
come the Soviets. Second, the Soviet 
build-up is not in preparation for con- 
quest— the Soviets would hardly try 
to gain by fighting what they can gain 
peacefully. 

2. Daily, policy makers of the State 
Department read newspaper accounts 
of hawkish statements of Arab leaders: 
Syria’s President proclaims loudly 
that his Government will “never” ac- 


supposed to have shown such ten- 
dencies explicitly threatened war un- 
less Israel withdrew “from every Inch 
of Arab territory." And as our 'diplo- 
mats read such accounts they are 
aware that these are also being read 
by American opinion makers who take 
them at face value. At the same time, 
they know from the Department’s own 
. information that the most belligerent 
sounding Arab governments have in 
effect made peace with Israel already; 
such military preparations as these 
governments are making are strictly 
for internal purposes. 

S. Our own press plays up the Soviet 
build-up in Egypt, and reports that 
“hot-headed young officers” are anx- 
ious for another round with Israel. Yet 
our State Department, depending not 
only on its highly competent, diplo- 
matic staff in Cairo but also on infor- 
mation coming from decades-o'd intel- 
ligence penetrations of the Egyptian 
armed forces, knows full well that 
Egyptian officers are possibly “fascist” 
but certainly not Communist, that they 
have little confidence in Soviet military 
assistance and don’t like their Soviet 
advisers any more than the Turks and 
the Iranians like American advisers, 
that they are ready to fight for Egypt 
but not for Palestine or . fur “thri 
Arabs,” and that without the irrib.it-' 
ing presence of the Israelis in Sinai 
they would lack the motivation or- 
morale to fight anyone at ail. 

4. Finally, our State Department offi- 
cials know that Israeli intelligence 
estimates arc roughly the same as our 
own. Thus, it is inconceivable that 
Israeli spokesmen could be sincere 
when they argue that unqualified sup- 
port to Israel is the only way to halt, 
the growth of Soviet influence in the 
area, that they are in constant dread 
of being overrun by the Arabs, and 
that they must hold on to Sharm ei- 
Sheik as a means of insuring passage 
through the Strait of Tiran. The Is- 
raelis know very well that they can. 
take Sharm el-Sheik any time they 
wish, no matter who occupies it, and' 
that their presence there will only 
provoke revival of Egyptian hostilities. 

The Egyptians, seeing the Israelis’ 
reluctance to seize this unique oppor-' 
tunity to make peace, suspect that 
they want a no-war-no-peace situation 
such as Nasser once wanted, and for 
similar (domestic) reasons. Apparently 
some of our NATO friends share the 
suspicion; so, increasingly, do some of 
our own diplomats. For good or for 
ijad, right or wrong, and whatever the 
ultimate effect on purely American in- 
terests, we are behind the Israelis- one 
hundred percent. But we must make 
our own policy in Washington and not 
let the Israelis make it for us in Tct- 
Aviv. If domestic consideration ; stand 


withheld from the public. Surely the 
American people will approve cf any 
position which is uncompromising 
enough in its support of Israel, even 
though it leaves it to Mrs. Me'r to 
handle her own “domestic considera- 
tions.” 

Miles Copeland is a former high-rank- 
ing official of the Central Intelligence 
Agency and author of '‘The Game of 
Nations.” 
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